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This story is based on the 9th voyage of the SS Great Britain, the first transatlantic passenger ship made of iron
using innovative technology in the mid-19th century. The voyage was a significant journey from the United
Kingdom to Australia, marking the ship’s inaugural trip on this route.

It was a long journey that commenced on August 21, 1852, from Liverpool, United Kingdom, and concluded
on November 12, 1852, upon reaching Melbourne, Australia.

Huimyeong worked with the SS Great Britain archive to research this voyage, identifying John, a 12 year old
boy who worked on board, and using passenger diaries to pick out events of significance from this voyage.
Using research about the typical occupations of a cabin boy on a victorian Steamship, she created this story,
and illustrated the events.

Huimyeong’s work formed part of the Exchange project, a community-led research project funded by the
Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC). During 2021 and 2022, SS Great Britain Trust worked with
the Bridging Gaps Community Group at Hannah More School, St Phillips, one of seven regional museum
partnerships in the project.

Find out more about the project and other work created at ssgreatbritain.org/exchange-project

MY FIRST VOYAGE

by Huimyeong Lee
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I can't see the faces of the people in the far harbour anymore. Many people are still shouting
farewells loudly from the deck. I think I might be the only one who doesn’t want to hear
that sound. I don’t have anyone to see me off like everyone else. Of course, it's not that I don’t

understand how they feel.

This is a passenger ship from Liverpool, England to Melbourne, Australia and it takes about
two months to get there. But I'm the one who’s nervous and wants to cry more than anyone
else. I'm a 12-year-old kid on this boat all alone with no family and it’s the first time I've ever
left Liverpool.
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“Hey Boy! Come on! You have to start work now!”

“I'm on my way!”

Where am I going now? I'm headed for the animal pens behind the black smokestack over
there. The ship has a cow, pigs, chickens and ducks that are used as food for passengers, and
I have to clean up after them. They smell really bad. Why do I have to do this? I'll tell you

that soon.
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This time, I'm asked to deliver the captain’s memo to the
engine room. It’s really hard to finish one job without a
break and then have to do another.

“Excuse me, I have the Captain’s memo. Who should I
give it to?”

The man I give the note to was the one who brought me
to work on this ship. I stole his wallet and was caught
right away. I had to decide whether to go to jail or work
on a ship as punishment. I chose this ship. Of course I
would never have chosen this if I knew we were going
all the way to Melbourne and life on the ship would be
this challenging.
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Life here is really hard for me, even though I was looking forward to
leaving Liverpool for the first time. But the ship shakes and there’s so
much to do!

When I work on deck in broad daylight, it really feels like I'm being
baked in an oven. Nights are the most difficult. I couldn’t sleep for the
first few days because I could hear passengers screaming when rats
appeared in their cabins.

But the good thing is that after living on the boat for a few days, I got
used to the noise. Besides, after working all day around the ship, I'm so
tired that I fall asleep the minute my head hits the pillow.
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Today was a really hot day, but I and the other Boys had to prepare a bath on the deck for
passengers who wanted to bathe. We carried several barrels and warm water, working hard to
set everything up. However, even after a few hours had passed, passengers didn’t show up on
the deck to bathe. I guess they were embarrassed to take a bath outside.

After all this, a Steward told us to clean everything up. But already exhausted, we didn’t want to
lift a finger. One of us suddenly splashed into a barrel, saying:

“It's water that needs to be thrown away anyway, so it doesn’t matter right?”

We looked at each other with surprise and eventually all went into the warm water, splashing
water on each other and having a fun time for a while. But you know what? I actually talked to
the other boys for the first time today.




olFH Y FWE HUE 258 SR AT
25T odl uHA T AQF EHzIoHM S Erm A ASH
cr2 Hol £ 3 &l cruidol Uzk1l 45 3 o4
u7a|-1|1_|-r1|_|-, Lk °|.ZI ct & %l,'c,'io'l!”

olo
#= [H,

K

=

“oben, 2% T Yot o1 FAITH BF SY Hok!”
chul e 250 arEL S S U gtEo 7 ToiR. ik
I Eol 3 o Al 17HE wrck 202 234X ciar1 8. wict
Skl E HeHEE F47F Boizd Lh D YR ek 2RSS
ol Yol ™ Hoizdd T T2 U2 U e Mol Hewgt
SIM BEQ| TS 41 LEEFLFE Hodl 8.

“Z Dan £ g A Sz ¢ Lt’?”

chUIG 2 B 2o “**“oh& KA 24 obRl R T aHat
ek YUzl %ar& srz19F Dajars 'H ol MIfFolld T+Af
HeHSED R ol FHIHR, 2T TaHIF o oI} Bolzl Y2
uHmbzl REHEE 122 wrark 1 Q%R Lick

“It’s terribly hot, and you stink!”

I grumbled while I cleaned the cow and pig pens. Daniel, one of the other Boys, called me all
of a sudden.

“Wait, I'm not done yet!”
“No! We don’t have time! If you miss this, you'll regret it!”

He dragged me to one side of the deck. I was going to protest, but he turned my face to the sea.
I was speechless when I saw a large fountain sprouting out of the sea. Then, what looked like a
massive grey rock surfaced after it.

“A whale! Isn't that amazing?”

Daniel told me with a big smile. Actually, I still don’t know exactly what a whale is, but I know
for sure it’s the biggest and coolest thing in the world. I stared for a long time until I couldn't
see it anymore.




HE Q5 1+3921 Yol R zr241 SHR. Hol TITH AA
e W E UM S S 7~*° A LodHes 22
TLag $HE Brol 504 M Brol BIM (4SS LIk,
JaHd Yz YT flolid 2bE ’;""‘5 For%loi8.

“HE ol WHIE RIZSHRIE Yot? ol oHY I Yol & 4

U Hor?”

L
T
o
T

ro

22 % olEt Hoi%! Loiid ZRRIE 3 orzdmiar o1 Aioi 8,

“OFZHMIE MM oY ol LZ A ASH BT o LdnzIA
HoilR.”

2l cHEoll obzdmIE 22 uIAY S HzaZ o8,
J24zF ch2 ot E TESrAd o

“IFctH LHk ol YHrHou HE "’-.'—.’Eé‘HZ# FILE, uiﬂ* b

|:o

[ .
Qlolid MY S zra1E 2y 4 AU EiILI Yolokr”
REZ A4S A Z:."ZI-EIo-IIIs-l cr2 SWET o1 F W LorE Fer
Ao 1 QAo Lict.

O —0v
M B 2ot HE Z2E 0 '-é'w% A Mot o
olzl= 1HL-II‘5"E-II U LR HBoi ol F 1 UTH Q| %Y HE

ZF21S AITF 2FRISHH EIYHIR. RS ol WWAH uhFoll 0471
24T ck mldrLImEg.

I'm going to sleep on the deck in front of the pens again. It's gotten so hot at night that I can't
sleep in the cabin. It is a little rocky, but it's much cooler outside because of the breeze. Many
passengers began to sleep on the deck too.

“Do you like this smell? How can you sleep in front of them every night?” asked a man who
sleeps a few meters away from me.

“You'll get used to it if you clean it every day like me, Sir” I said.

He laughed and threw me a biscuit. Another man said:

“I'm going to have to get used to this smell so I can take up as much space as you!”

These days, it's my daily routine to chat with the other passengers who set up their beds nearby
before I go to sleep.

Come to think of it, I hated the smell of the animals at first, but thanks to them, I'm sleeping in

the widest part of the deck. Everyone else wants to avoid this smell, so they avoid coming near
here.
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to make tea. However, the people in the kitchen were too
busy, so no one provided me with important and detailed
instructions, such as which water boiler of water to use
among the many water boilers there. I felt confused and
nervous trying to do it, and as a result, unfortunately, the
water I prepared to make tea was seawater.
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The Steward who received complaints from the passengers
about the their salty tea got very angry with me and told
me that I would be docked a week’s wages. I was feeling
so upset that I sat and sniffled in front of the pens.

At that moment, one of the passengers that always talks
to me when he sleeps on deck, approached me. He quietly
listened to my story, then gave me a piece of steak and
comforted me.

“Thank you very much, sir.

By the way, what is this steak made of? It’s really good!”
“It’s a porpoise. Isn't it really delicious?”

I was just sick of eating the same food here and one of
the sailors harpooned it today. Thanks to him, everyone
is happy to eat such a delicacy. I was so surprised that I

couldn’t speak.

Oh no - what I ate was a dolphin?
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“Help me! Someone please help me!”

They’re going to grab our Boys one by one, shave our heads, and dunk us
in a barrel of water. Male passengers were also caught one by one. What's
going on?

Since we're passing the equator now, we have to do a “Crossing the Line
Ceremony.

One of the sailors dressed up as “Neptune” the King of the Sea, and some
of the other sailors are dressed up as Neptune’s assistants. It started when
Neptune conducted an interview with the captain.

At the end of the interview, the rockets were fired and blue lights shone in

the sky.

It was fantastic because the whole spectacle twinkled with blue.
Unfortunately, I was the first one to be “baptized” I don’t think I saw anyone
who wasn't soaked through tonight!

/
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I think today’s waves were the worst I've seen. I have always been
really tired at night, so I could fall asleep in any situation, but tonight

I couldn’t sleep a wink because I kept being tossed around in my
bed.

In the middle of the night, I heard a sudden call for us. Daniel and I
were brought to the surgeon. As soon as we stepped into his cabin,
we could smell the blood.

One of the passengers fell out of his berth and broke his nose. But
we couldn’t be embarrassed. The atmosphere there was already too
serious. We held out clean cloths first, holding onto a shelf or bunk
to keep our balance. The surgeon asked for the cloths to be taken
out as much as possible. As soon as I passed a cloth to the surgeon,
the ship shook strongly once again, and I flew up to the ceiling and
immediately fell to the floor. Fortunately, no one has been injured
since then. I was fine, too.
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The ship stopped at St. Helena. It's an island in the west of Africa.

The ship is fuelled by coal, but there wasn’t enough to get us to

Australia, so the Captain decided to stop here to get more. The crew

had to ferry coal from the port to the ship. There seemed to be no

. : - end of it!

~ Several passengers helped us carry the coal onboard, but it was
really hard work during our stay here.

e
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There are a lot df people calling me today. I was helping the
stewards prepare for a ball taking place this evening. I've
never actually been to a ball in my life, but it was fun to
experlence the process of preparmg one from the beginning.

& started with sweeping the ﬂoor and then helped move and
decorate various ornaments. I was a little at a loss when I
had to go through several trunks for flags, but fortunately, I
was good at finding thlngs so found them quickly.

Z'After hanglng the flags from the celhng, the decorating was
donet,’lhls dining saloon looks even better like this!
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Finally, we arrived in Melbourne! I can’t believe that this long journey is finally coming
to an end. Who would have imagined that the first trip of my life would take this long
and go this far?

Now I'm really grateful to the man who put me on this ship. Thanks to him, I was
able to get my first regular salary, I traveled to places other than Liverpool, and made
friends. He said that when I go back to Liverpool he will introduce me to someone I
can work for in the harbour.

I think I can do anything well now. Before I got on this ship, I used to hate this world
and do bad things, but now I know how big and beautiful this world is, and I realize that
there are many good people. I think it’s the first time in my life that such good things
have happened to me. I'm really looking forward to the voyage back to Liverpool!
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Here is some information about the history of things in the story
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The biscuit, also known as ‘ship’s biscuit’ or ‘hardtack, made from flour, water, and salt, was a hard and durable
biscuit that didn’t get moldy even during long voyages, making it a staple food onboard the ship. This biscuit
was thick and extremely hard, so it couldn’t be eaten like the biscuits you are familiar with.

It is said that if you tried to eat it, your teeth might break. Therefore, people at that time would mix it with hot
water to make it into a porridge-like consistency, or combine it with nuts and eat it, or spread jam on it before
consuming.

Rowlandwmiel K8F w1 A%l; 1874 ss great britainel £

A ship’s biscuit belonging to Mr Rowland; a passenger on the SS Great Britain, 1874
Collection object number 1997.113
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The ship relied on the steam generated by burning coal to propel itself through a large spiral screw, which
rotated and moved the vessel forward. As coal was essential for proper operation, the ship had to stay in Saint
Helena Island for a while to replenish its coal supply. At that time, it would take about two months to travel
from Liverpool, UK to Melbourne, Australia, But because of this stop the 9th voyage

took even longer.
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The “Crossing the Line Ceremony” is a long-standing maritime tradition that takes place on a boat when
crossing the equator. It is a ritual prepared by sailors who have previously crossed the equator for those who
have not experienced such a crossing, including new crew members or passengers. While the exact details
of the ceremony can vary from ship to ship, it typically involves enduring specific challenges or tasks while
paying homage to the perils and challenges of the sea and commemorating the crossing of

an important geographical boundary.




