
 

  
 
 

Timeline of the SS Great Britain 
 

 
Make a timeline showing key events from the SS Great Britain’s lifetime, alongside other events from history, 
including your own! 
 
Cut out these important dates from the SS Great Britain’s history and stick them in the order in which they 
happened on the timeline. Then draw lines linking each event to its spot on the timeline. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

1857: Takes soldiers 
to India. 

 

1845: Make its first 
voyage to New York. 

 1843: Launched in 
Bristol Harbour. 

     

1846: Gets stuck in 
Dundrum Bay. 

 1970: Makes its last ever 
journey back to Bristol. 

 1852: Makes its first 
journey to Australia. 

     

1875: Makes its final 
journeys to and 
from Australia. 

 1886: Badly damaged in 
a storm and is then left 
in the Falkland Islands. 

 2005: The SS Great 
Britain opened as a 
museum. 

     

1855: Starts taking 
soldiers to the 
Crimean War. 

 1882: Makes its first 
journey as a cargo ship 
to America. 

 1937: Is taken to 
Sparrow Cove and 
completely abandoned. 



 
 

     

  

1840 1900 

1841: Brunel’s 

Great Western 

Railway is finished. 

1864: Clifton 

Suspension 

Bridge opens. 

1901: Queen Victoria 

dies, she reigned for 

63 years. 

1878: The first 

demonstration 

of the electric 

lightbulb. 

1886: First car 

is made. 

1914: First World War 

starts. It ends in 1918. 

1903: First 

powered flight. 

1854: Florence Nightingale arrives 

to look after soldiers during the 

Crimean War. Mary Seacole arrives 

in early 1855. 
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1940 2000 

1939: Second 

World War 

starts.  

1969: Neil Armstrong 

becomes the first 

person to walk on the 

moon. 

1989: Tim Berners-

Lee invents the 

World Wide Web.  

2007: The first 

iPhone goes on 

sale. 

1994: The first 

PlayStation is 

launched. 

1945: Second 

World War ends. 

2020: Covid-19 

global pandemic. 

I am born in:  

1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2010 2020 

I start school in:  


