
 
 

 

Ahoy There! 
 

Did you know the SS Great Britain flies over 180 flags?  
 
Most are international maritime signal flags used, to this day, by ships to communicate 
with each other. Every flag stands for a letter of the alphabet and a specific message.  
Crews used to hoist the flags in different combinations to spell out short messages. 
 
Get creative and make your own signal flags to fly in your window.  
 
You could spell out your name or design a brand new flag. What could its meaning be?  

 
Flags 

      
A  
 

Diver down 

B 
 

Dangerous 
cargo 

C 
 

Yes 

D 
 

Keep clear 

E 
 

Turning to 
starboard 
(right) 

F 
 

Disabled; 
communicate 
with me 

      
G 
 

Require a pilot 

H 
 

Pilot on board 

I 
 

Turning to port 
(left) 

J 
 

On fire, keep 
clear 

K 
 

Wish to 
communicate 

L 
 

Ship in 
quarantine 

      
M 
 

Vessel is 
stopped 

N 
 

No 

O 
 

Man overboard 

P 
 

About to sail 

Q 
 

Vessel is 
healthy 

R 
 

No meaning 

      
S 
 

Engine going 
astern 

T 
 

Keep clear  
 

U 
 

You are 
running into 
danger 

V 
 

Require 
assistance 

W 
 

Require 
medical 
assistance 

X 
 

Stop your 
intentions 

  

 

Y  
 

Dragging 
anchor 

Z 
 

Require a 
tugboat 

 


